April 22, 2008

Contact: Susan Straub
Office: 859-258-3111
Cell: 859-576-2564

Mayor plans Earth Day 2008 tour -
in a hybrid, of course

Mayor Jim Newberry and the city’s new Commissioner of Environmental Quality
Cheryl Taylor will load up the hybrid Camry the Mayor drives each day for a tour of several
Earth Day activities today, Tuesday, April 22.

“Lexington has a lot to celebrate this year,” Newberry said. “This is the year that our
city embarked upon an unprecedented environmental initiative. We’re cleaning up streams
throughout the county by fixing our sewers, and ensuring that our environment is protected
for our children and their children. The city also has a new Commissioner of Environmental
Quality, who brings fresh ideas on environmental protection and a renewed commitment for
the city.”

Although they cannot attend all of the community’s Earth Day celebrations, the
Mayor and Taylor will attend several events. They are:

WASTE AUDIT: 9 a.m, Cardinal Hill Hospital, 2050 Versailles Road. Just what

gets thrown away in an average day at Cardinal Hill? Like many businesses

and residences, do they toss items that can be recycled? The Bluegrass
PRIDE WasteBusters are on the case, helping Cardinal Hill employees and all



of us learn more about recycling. Because of the WasteBuster business
program, over 480,000 pounds of recyclable material was recovered from
local businesses in 2007. Contact: Esther Moberly, 859-266-1572.

COCA-COLA / LEXMARK RAIN GARDEN: 10 a.m., News Conference /
Ground-breaking, Coca-Cola Enterprises, 2275 Leestown Road (corner of
Greendale & Leestown Road). Rain gardens are a green way to address
stormwater and watershed issues. Learn more at the groundbreaking
ceremony for a rain garden the Bluegrass Rain Garden Alliance is building
with its partners, Coca-Cola and Lexmark. Contacts: Juli Gaworski, Lexmark,
859-232-6707; Roy Potts, Coca-Cola, 502-775-4692; Carol Hanley, Bluegrass
Rain Garden Alliance, 859-333-8248,
http://bluegrassraingardenalliance.org/index.htm

FRIENDS OF MCCONNELL SPRINGS WETLAND PROJECT: 11 am., at
McConnell Springs, 416 Rebmann Lane, off Old Frankfort Pike.
Environmental Quality Commissioner Cheryl Taylor will update the Mayor
and the Friends of McConnell Springs on the wetlands project planned for
McConnell Springs and its goals of improving water quality and aquatic
habitat by reducing sediment discharges. In addition, the Mayor will learn
more from the Friends about the statue planned for McConnell Springs and
the April 24 world premiere of The McConnell Springs Story, a documentary
that tells the story of McConnell Springs. The April 24 premiere begins at 5
p.m. at the Kentucky Theatre and is free and open to the public. Contact:
Cheryl Taylor, 425-2800.

RECYCLING CENTER TOUR: noon, corner Manchester Street and Thompson
Road. Just what happens to all of those bottles and cans and newspapers we
recycle? Find out at our “single stream” Recycling Center. Contact: Steve
Feese, 509-1783

KENTUCKY AMERICAN WATER DOWNTOWN TRASH BASH: 1 p.m.,
Cheapside Park. Cleaning up our hometown has been a focus of Mayor
Newberry since his first day in office. This year he will join in the Downtown
Lexington Corporation’s annual spring clean up downtown. Lead sponsor of
the event is Kentucky American Water Co. A number of neighborhood and
civic organizations are sponsoring clean-ups again this year as part of the
Great American Clean-up. Contact: Renee Jackson, 425-2590.

20 YEARS AND COUNTING TREE CITY USA: 3 p.m., Council Work Session,
Government Center, 200 E. Main St. Twenty years ago, Lexington became
Kentucky’s first “Tree City USA,” which recognizes our commitment to
urban forestry. Mayor Newberry will recognize the 20-year-old beautification
effort with a proclamation at work session. Contact: Jim Rebmann, 425-2800.
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